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the ipnnnincc of the great body of the people, on
<tvery fuhjcct relating to religion, morals or literature.
Vt'\v of them can explain the genealogy, or attributes
afcribed to their deities: they do not understand the
weaning of the cermonies they attend ; and the na-
ture and obligations of their duty, they may ob-
f.'urely feel, but are wholly incapable to defcribe**

THE inconvenience of ignorance, fo grofs and uni~
vcrfal, is too obvious to require elucidation* It ren-
ders the mafs of the people not only dupes to the ar-
tifices of prieftcrait, but fubjects them to the impo-
fitlons of every charlatan who pretends to fkill in any
art or fcicnce whatever* The charms, incantations,
and exorcifmsf that here make a part of the medical
art clearly (hew, that the grofleft impofitions, in other
matters as ^ell as religion, may be turned to account,
among an uninformed multitude*

Tm* great fuperiority of the European nations
over the Afiatics in arts, arms, and mduftry, as well
as knowledge, arifes in a more confiderable degree,
than what is commonly acknowledged, from the
public provision that is made by the former^ for the
inftraftion of the great body of the pfeople. The
multitude who have few fources ftf informatioji, de-
rive no ftnall advantage from their ffiated iheet&igs,

H                               for

* The tmmbiT of deities is thirty-three crore i ttds tiwqr ac-
count for thrir being bwt partly knowa,

f A celebrated Tank near Benares is rrforted to by many
a belief that it curc$ alt fuch as stft poffefTcd iHth dm*$*